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The Town of Paradise Val-
ley is special.

The landlocked municipali-
ty is unique as it borders ma-
jor metropolitan areas --- the 
cities of Phoenix and Scotts-
dale --- but since its 1961 in-
corporation, the town has re-
mained a beloved residential 
relic of 20th Century Ameri-
can suburbia.

Situated amongst both his-
torical and natural landmarks, 
Paradise Valley resort devel-
opment, since the days of The 
Wallace and Ladmo Show 
dominating early morning 
airwaves across the Valley 
of the Sun, the forefathers of 

the community created a va-
cation destination away from 
the limelight of other monikers 
--- and, some say, relished the 
idea most outsiders consid-
ered the area, “Scottsdale.”

But as commercial develop-
ment expanded and as the in-
evitable progress of gentrifi ca-
tion unfolded, the land where 
the town stands began to re-
alize signifi cant gains in both 
value and prominence usher-
ing in a new dynamic to the af-
fl uent suburb: Status.

With great status comes 
great opportunity and with 
each swing of the economic 
pendulum defi ning good times 
and bad, Paradise Valley lead-
ers continue to weigh the cost 

and benefi t of commercial op-
portunities against perceived 
attacks on the character of the 
community.

“As mayor and a commit-
ted citizen of our town, it is 
critically important to me to 
protect the special character, 
unique and safe lifestyle, and 
the high property values that 
we enjoy because our town 
chose long ago to be differ-
ent,” said Paradise Valley May-
or Jerry Bien-Willner offering 
his perspective on what devel-
oper dreams may create.  

“Our town is attractive to 
developers because of these 
traits, and it is therefore im-
portant that we not sacrifi ce 
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Canal Convergence 
each year seeks to pro-
vide a one-of-a-kind ex-
perience for the senses 
including both sight and 
sound, but this fall sever-
al Scottsdale teenagers 
look to take the event to 
the next level.

Members of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Great-
er Scottsdale are par-
ticipating in a five-day 
workshop where they will 
team with Elana Novali 
of Arcosanti and Norm 
Pratt of Scottsdale Arts 
to create a collaborative 
sculpture addressing is-
sues of responsible wa-
ter use.

Scottsdale Arts Educa-
tion & Outreach is facil-
itating the project. The 

fi nal pieces will display at 
this year’s Canal Conver-
gence, slated for Nov. 8-17 
at the Scottsdale Water-
front and at Convergence 
at Arcosanti in the fall. 

Mr. Pratt said students 
will learn skills in ceram-
ics, metalworking and 
aluminum casting as well 
as a better understand-
ing of “what it means to 
be an informed and ac-
countable citizen of our 
planet.”

Club members went to 
Cosanti in the Town of 
Paradise Valley to learn 
several aspects of alumi-
num casting, to tour the 
grounds and learn more 
about Arcosanti founder 
Paolo Soleri.

“Our hope is that stu-
dents will be able to take
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Everyone matters at the Whispering Hope 
Ranch Foundation.

Founded in 1998, the Whispering Hope Ranch 
Foundation was formed in the pursuit of improv-
ing the lives of those with special needs through a 
real-life camp experience --- one that often comes 
with a life-changing experience.

“There are more than 280,000 children in Ari-
zona with special health care needs and only one 
camp facility designed in collaboration with or-
ganizations that serve them, and built from the 
ground up to accommodate those diverse needs,” 
said Whispering Hope Ranch Executive Director 
Mary Clark. “The founding vision of the Whisper

Whispering Hope Ranch gives
new view to those with special needs

By Terrance Thornton
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A natural connection

A convergence
of expression

Canal event brings Arcosanti influence to fold

>> See Hope  on page 17

WHAT LIES BENEATH
Legacy value arguments shape TPV development

>> See Cosanti on page 21

>> See Special on page 8

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT: The Town of Paradise Vally continues to grapple with legacy beliefs shaping current and future 
commercial development sprouting atop SUP properties within municipal bounds. (File photos)



Jaburg Wilk 
shareholder 
recognized

Beth Cohn, a shareholder 
at the Phoenix law fi rm of 

Jaburg Wilk, 
recently re-
ceived the 
2019 Hen-
ry Tom Out-
standing 
Tax Attor-
ney Award 
by the State 

Bar of Arizona Tax Law 
Section.  

The award is given to the 
tax attorney who made sig-
nifi cant contributions to the 
fi eld of tax law and demon-
strated extraordinary lead-
ership, initiative and inno-
vation.

Ms. Cohn assists her busi-
ness clients, closely held 
family businesses, and indi-
viduals with general busi-
ness law, transactional 
work, tax issues, business 
planning and estate plan-
ning.  

She is a 2019 Best Law-
yer in America in Closely 
Held Companies and Fami-
ly Business law.  

She is a board member 
of the Jaburg & Wilk Foun-
dation and member of the 
professional advisory com-
mittee of the Arizona Com-
munity Foundation.  

A former board mem-
ber of the Cancer Support 
Community of Arizona, she 
assists them as a member 
of their fi nance commit-
tee. She is also a member of 
Charter 100.

Mountainside 
Fitness offers no 
pay for new folks

New members who sign 
up this month at Mountain-
side Fitness will get two 
months free and pay no en-
rollment fees. 

Mountainside Fitness 
is features a plethora of 
equipment as well as up to 
80 classes including yoga, 
barre, Zumba, cycle and 
peak performance at no ex-
tra charge.

Mountainside Fitness also 
has free, interactive child-
care at 16 locations through-
out metro Phoenix so par-
ents can work out and not 
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Redwood Capital Group, 
LLC, a Chicago-based 
multi-family investment ad-
visor, has acquired Carter, a 
365-unit Class A apartment 
property in Scottsdale.

Carter is a 365-unit, Class 
A multi-family communi-
ty completed in 2018 and 
consists of one five-story 
building with three eleva-
tors serving all residents 
and offer direct access per 
fl oor to a structured park-
ing garage, according to a 

press release.
Located in downtown 

Scottsdale, Carter caters 
to an affl uent demograph-
ic benefi ting from the prox-
imity to five-star restau-
rants, hotels, world-class 
art galleries, high-end 
shopping and contempo-
rary nightlife, the release 
stated, describing the two-
mile radius where at least 
200 retail stores and 140 
restaurants, including the 
Scottsdale Fashion Square 

Mall, Old Town Scotts-
dale corridor and the Old 
Town Entertainment Dis-
trict are.

“Carter represents Red-
wood’s first acquisition in 
the Phoenix MSA and we 
are excited to fi nally be ce-
menting a fl ag in Old Town 
Scottsdale and expanding 
our west coast footprint,” 
said Field Stern, vice pres-
ident of acquisitions at 
Redwood, in a prepared 

business
For more business news, visit paradisevalleyindependent.com

Send us your business News
Business news

can be submitted to the newspaper by 
emailing to

pvalleynews@newszap.com
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Optima real estate devel-
opment firm is underway 
with its third and fourth luxu-
ry residential towers, includ-
ing 7180 Optima Kierland.

Optima Kierland will be 
the “most elevated offer-
ing within the $500 million, 
multi-tower enclave” of Op-
tima Kierland Center as the 
master-planned community 
embodies the design of archi-
tects David Hovey, Sr. FAIA, 
Optima’s founder/CEO, and 
David Hovey, Jr. AIA, Opti-
ma’s president, who create 
cutting-edge, nationally rec-
ognized residential buildings, 
according to a press release.

Optima is said to have set a 
new standard for multifami-
ly green building in Arizona 

with the recently completed 
7120 Optima Kierland and 
7180 Optima Kierland set to 
open in late 2020. Features of  
7180 Optima Kierland range 
from a next-generation ver-
tical landscape system to its 
park-like setting of six acres 
of landscaped open space, ac-
cording to the release. 

All parking at Optima 
Kierland Center is under-
ground to maximize open, 
green space and reduce the 
heat island effect, the release 
added.

“We’ve always been fo-
cused on pushing the enve-
lope with each Optima de-
velopment when it comes 
to sustainability, design and 

Michael Zivyak was recently appointed market pres-
ident and group publisher for Modern Luxury Scott-
sdale.

He will oversee local content including Scottsdale 
Magazine, which Modern Luxury acquired and re-
launched in 2013, according to a press release, calling 
Modern Luxury the “largest local luxury media compa-
ny in the nation,” with 84 
titles in the top 24 mar-
kets in the U.S.

“We are pleased 
to welcome Michael 
Zivyak to lead our 
outpost in Scottsdale, 
an important luxury 
market in the South-
west. His track record 
of success in the pub-
lishing industry and di-
verse experience across 
print, digital and spe-
cialty publications will 
uniquely enable him to 
revitalize our presence 
in the area,” said Modern Luxury CEO Michael Dick-
ey in a prepared statement. 

Mr. Zivyak recently served as president of Sonoma 
Media Investments’ Magazine Division, where he worked 
since 2013, and re-launched Sonoma Magazine with 
an all-new look, broader editorial focus and distribu-
tion that resulted in exponential revenue growth, the 
release said. 

He also created several ancillary publications, numer-
ous eNewsletters, events, and a custom publishing di-
vision. Mr. Zivyak, whose background is in traditional 
and new media, plus regional and national publishing, 
also launched the B2B adult beverage publication Spir-
ited Magazine in 2017. 

Prior to joining Sonoma Media Investments, he 
was vice president/publisher of Seattle Metropoli-
tan Magazine and chief revenue offi cer of online fi -
nancial publication The Fiscal Times. During his ten-
ure at Berkshire Living in Western Massachusetts, 

Redwood Capital Group 
buys Carter Apartments

Zivyak named market 
president at ‘Modern 
Luxury Scottsdale’

Optima debuts Green Building design for luxury condos

Beth Cohn

>> See Optima on page 23

Michael Zivyak

Redwood Capital Group recently acquired Carter, a 365-unit Class A apartment building within the bounds of the Old 
Town Scottsdale sector. (Submitted photo)

Optima debuts the company’s green-building design at its newest $500 million luxury condo enclave. (Submitted 
photo)

>> See Zivyak on page 23



the publication received nu-
merous awards. 

His experience also in-
cludes being publisher of 
SPIN Magazine, advertis-
ing director of Business 

2.0, and he held advertising 
management and sales po-
sitions at Time Inc.’s Money 
Magazine and Condé Nast’s 
Glamour, the release noted.

Recognized for his work 
in the publishing industry, 
Mr. Zivyak was previous-
ly named as one of the “21 

Most Intriguing People in 
Media” by MIN Magazine 
and served on the board 
of directors of the City & 
Regional Magazine Asso-
ciation, where he chaired 
both the Awards Commit-
tee and the Keynotes Com-
mittee.

statement. “Carter is a ‘best-
in-class’ asset in one of the 
top performing multifamily 
markets in the country. Its 
overall quality, resident de-
mographic and profi le, prop-
erty performance, and mar-
ket fundamentals all make 
Carter a rare and unique op-
portunity.”

Amenities range from a 
resort-style pool area with 
a dining terrace to a busi-
ness lounge with private 
conference rooms and out-
door seating area, the re-
lease said.

“The expansive amenity 
package and outdoor space 
aligns perfectly with today’s 
resident expectations,” said 
Mr. Stern. “With a large por-
tion of our residents work-

ing remotely, these popular 
features resonate because 
they provide an extension 
of the apartment space for 
our residents to live, work 
and play.”

Units have “condomini-
um-quality finishes” with 
granite or quartz counter-
tops, kitchen islands, stain-
less steel appliances and
more, the release detailed.
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When you advertise in the Independent your message will 
reach our loyal readers. You could get a whole new crop of 
customers to your door.

To reach our 8,500 Town of Paradise Valley households 
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Off E Indian Bend Rd across from  
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park

7001 N Scottsdale Rd, Suite 1000 • Scottsdale 
480-596-0883 • www.westernbanks.com

Visit with a 
Personal Banker 

today!

TREASURY MARKET ACCOUNT

2.00%APY*

20 MONTH CD

2.50%APY**

12 MONTH CD

2.30%APY**

Make the most  
of your savings.

have to worry about child-
care hassles. Our child-care 
areas include gaming ar-
eas, basketball courts and 
bounce houses.

Mountinside Fitness has 
four locations in Scottsdale: 
Executive Club; Ice Den, 
North Scottsdale; Scotts-
dale Pavilions; and Scotts-
dale Shea. 

There are other locations 

in Phoenix, Tempe, Gilbert, 
Glendale, Peoria, Mesa, 
Queen Creek, Surprise and 
Chandler.

Dickinson 
Wright forms 
new group 

Dickinson Wright has 
launched its Distressed 
Health Care Restruc-
turing Group to address 
business and legal issues 

facing the health care in-
dustry.

Dickinson Wright’s ex-
perienced health care 
and restructuring/bank-
ruptcy attorneys can ad-
vise clients on the most 
effi cient ways to achieve 
and maintain fi nancial 
viability, according to a 
press release on how the 
DHR Group partners 
with Crux Strategies to 
handle health care-relat-
ed business.

technology. It’s the right 
thing to do for 21st Century 
residential housing,” said Da-
vid Hovey, Jr., AIA, in a pre-
pared statement. “We put 
an emphasis on minimizing 
hard materials like black-
top, roads and parking lots 
surrounding our buildings 
to create more open, lush 

green space. We have com-
mitted ourselves to the Ar-
chitecture 2030 Challenge, 
with the mission of being 
carbon-neutral by the year 
2030.”

Optima Kierland Center 
has been named a pilot proj-
ect for the city of Phoenix’s 
newly-adopted International 
Green Construction Code. A 
few miles south, Optima So-
noran Village was also cho-

sen as the pilot project for 
the city of Scottsdale’s IGCC, 
the release noted. 

At all four of its Arizona 
multifamily residential com-
munities, encompassing 
nearly 2,500 homes, Optima 
integrates the environmental 
benefi ts into the aesthetics 
of each building with hang-
ing gardens; acres of rooftop 
gardens; overhanging bridg-
es and more.

Optima
>> From page 22

Optima debuts the company’s green-building design at its newest $500 million luxury condo enclave. (Submitted photo)
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